with one hand prior to laryngoscopy, although their meaning can mostly be recognised from the context. The descriptions are in numbered steps or bullet points and following the directions is made easy. In one or two chapters this is not the case, and the difference these simple typesetting changes make is striking. The editors may consider a more uniform format for future editions.
The ultrasound chapters may be best read together as each has a preamble on the physics of ultrasound and ultrasound equipment. There is some repetition, but each of the chapter authors provides a different insight into detail and the reader benefits from each new perspective.
The chapters are well referenced and the authors include their own investigations into their practice (such as collateral radiation exposure in open units using image intensifiers -minimal, as it turns out). It is clear in the text that what is written is what the author actually does, so the reader is not required to make deductions from principle that may lead to errors and longer learning curves.
In all, this is a book that has immediate utility for the reader and would be a valuable supplement for teaching trainees and expanding the practice of established consultants.
P. haRRigan Newcastle, New South Wales
Corrigendum
An article published in the August 2007 issue of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care (Ho KM. Combining sequential organ failure assessment (SOFA) score with acute physiology and chronic health evaluation (APACHE) II score to predict hospital mortality of critically ill patients. Anaesth Intensive Care 2007; 35:515-521) reports an analysis of data from 1311 consecutive patient admissions to an intensive care unit. This article expands on a previous analysis published in Anaesthesia (Ho KM, Lee KY, Williams T, Finn J, Knuiman M, Webb SAR. Comparison of Acute Physiology and Chronic Health Evaluation (APACHE) II score with organ failure scores to predict hospital mortality. Anaesthesia 2007; 62: 466-473; DOI: 10.1111 DOI: 10. /j.1365 DOI: 10. -2044 DOI: 10. .2007 .04999.x) using data from the same patients. However, while the Anaesthesia article is mentioned and referenced in the Anaesthesia and Intensive Care article, it is not made clear that the data on which the separate analyses were based were obtained from the same patients.
The author of the Anaesthesia and Intensive Care article (Dr KM Ho) would like to confirm that the analyses were based on the same patients. He would like to apologise to both journals and to their readers for any oversight on his part that did not make this clear from the outset. Dr Ho would also like to explain that the similarities in text between the two articles is mainly the result of the similar, although different aims in the two articles, and the similar methodology that was involved in both.
